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Abstract 

This research objective was to find out whether there was any significant 

difference in students’ writing skill before and after being taught using Picture 

Series media in learning recount text at Eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 8 

Tarakan. The design of this research was Pre-Experimental research. The 

population in this research was all of the eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 8 

Tarakan. The sample  in  this  research  was  30  students.  The  sample  was  

chosen  by  using purposive sampling technique. Class for treatment was VIII-6. It 

consisted of 30 students. The steps in this research were pretest, treatment, and 

posttest. In the pretest, the students were asked to write the writing test. After 

giving the pretest, the researcher gave treatment. The treatment class was taught 

by using Picture Series media. After giving the treatment, students were asked to 

write the writing test in posttest. In analyzing the data, the researcher was used 

paired sample t-test in SPSS 24.0. The result of this research showed that there 

was different mean score in pretest and posttest. It was proven by the result of the 

students’ mean score from pretest was 36.27 and 43.20 in the posttest. It means 

that the improvement of the students’ mean score was 6.93. The result of 

Paired Sample t-test was 2.119 higher than t-table was 2.045. It means that the 

students’ writing skill in recount text have an improvement after giving the 

treatment. The result of sig (2 tailed). 0.000 is lower than 0.05, it means that the 

Picture Series media can give any contribution to the students’ writing skill. 

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that using Picture Series 

Media is effective to improve student’s writing skill in recount text. 
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INTRODUCTION  

English as one of the important   language   is   used   by most  people in  the  world  

as  the first or second language as tool of communication. . It makes English is one of the 

important lesson that should be taught to the students. In Indonesian, English is the foreign 

language that is important to be developed. There are four English language skills that  

students should be master it, among them speaking, writing, listening and reading. All of them 

have relation each other and it can’t to be separated.   And   in   all   of   the English language 

skills have different   difficultness   especially for writing skill. Writing is one of the important 

skills to be mastered by the students. They use it to communicate to each other, as means of 

ideas and emotional expression, because when they write their ideas and emotion creatively,  

they  are communicating on  paper in their very best way and purposes. . Writing can be 

planned and given with an unlimited number of revisions before it is released. The students 

should express their idea on a paper through sentences that are arranged well intact, complete, 

and clear. In curriculum 2013, in Junior High School there are five genres   of   text   that   

should   be taught, namely narrative, recount, procedure, descriptive and report. In learning 

genre of text, the student will learn the particular style of texts which have different purposes. 
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All genres have different social functions, general structure, and   grammatical   features.   

For Junior  High  School,  one  of  the texts that they will be learnt is recount text which 

purpose is to retell events for the purpose of informing or entertaining.  

By the researcher’s preliminary study when researcher did the observation at SMP 

Negeri 8 Tarakan, there were some problems that researcher found during the learning process 

especially in teaching writing skill of recount text. The students were not  interested  in  

learning especially in  writing  session  and they could not explore their ideas as   well   to   

write   although   the theme  had  been  already determined clearly. Furthermore teachers 

should be creative and be able to use the appropriate teaching media and method to provide      

interesting learning process. Considering these facts above, the researcher suggests one of 

teaching media that appropriate and assume that could be solve the problems is Picture Series 

Media. In  line  with  this,  Harmer  (2001: 134) states that pictures is one of the variety of 

teaching aids which is used to explain language meaning construction, to engage students in a 

topic, or as the basis of a whole activity. Picture series is chosen as one of the effective 

technique used to deal with the students writing difficulties in the instructional process. From 

the previous explanation, the researcher was interested to carry out the research entitled, 

“Improving Students’   Writing   Skill   by   Using Picture Series Media at Eight Grade 

Students of SMP Negeri 8 Tarakan”. Adam (2016:8) states that writing is a process of forming 

and conveying ideas, feelings and emotion in form of written text.  

Writing is also one of the productive skills which both of teacher and students must 

pay attention carefully. It means that writing is a process when the learners  find  the  idea  by  

using their feelings and emotion and in the end they find the idea to write something on a 

paper. It was supported by Jukeri (2016:7) writing is the creativity to develop the ideas then 

change it into the words combination to build the sentences. In writing, the students are  

forced  to  dream  about  ideas and  put  it into  the words  as  the representative of the ideas 

and thought. Anderson (1997: 49) suggests that recount is a text which tells about events 

happening in the past in a sequence of time. The purpose of the text is to tell the audience 

about what happened in the past and when it happened. It was supported by Wardiman, et al. 

(2008: 61) say that a recount text is a text that telling the reader about one story, action or 

activity. Its goal is to entertaining or informing the reader. According to Shoes (1960: 188),a 

picture is likeness of a person, place, thing or idea on a flat surface produced by means of 

drawing, painting, or photography. From the explanation above, it can be concluded that 

picture is a kind of visual aids  which includes an image of terms of kinds of pictures and 

this (picture) is important to make success in learning because picture makes the students 

build their imagination, interest and motivation. It depends on the teacher to select which one 

is suitable. According to Symonds (1999:10), picture-story is made of comprehensive study 

imaginative processes in children. He adds that among the many methods employed was the 

collection of stories which were written in response to picture. Based on the definition above, 

it can be concluded that combination of picture and story is interesting  to  improve  the 

students’ motivation and comprehension  in  children because  by  using  picture-stories the 

students can reflect what they are thinking about the story in the text. They not only read 

the text but also see the actions of the story in picture.  It makes the students interested in 

reading the text. 

 

METHOD 

This research used an Pre- Experimental design as one of kinds in quantitative 

approach. According to Muijs (2004: 1), quantitative approach is explaining phenomena  by  

collecting numerical data that are analyzed using mathematically based methods (in particular 

statistics). In this research, pre- experimental research was chosen by the researcher as a 
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research design with used One Group Pretest-Posttest design. In this research, there were two 

variables, namely independent variable and dependent variable. The population of this 

research was the Eighth grade students of SMPN  8  Tarakan  in  academic  year 2019/2020. 

It consist of seven classes and the total of the population is 222 students. This research just 

conducted in one class. In this research the researcher used purposive sampling technique. 

Sample of this research was the students of class VIII-6 that consists of 30 students. 

Instrument of this research was writing test. The test was administered in pretest and 

posttest. To collecting the data there were three phase, the researcher  gave  a  pretest,  

treatment and posttest. In  analyzing  data,  the researcher  used  descriptive  analysis and 

inferential analysis to describing the data. 

 

RESULTS/FINDINGS 

 From the result, there were significantly increase between the result  in  pretest  and  

posttest.  The result in pretest score was 36.27 and in  posttest was  43.20.  Based  on  the 

result between both of the test it can concluded  that  the  students’  mean score in posttest was 

higher than pretest. Before using the t-test to test the hypothesis, there are prerequisite tests 

that must be conducted. The tests were normality test and homogeneity test.  

 The result of sig. pretest and posttest of treatment class was 0.200. From these result, 

both of pretest and posttest got the higher sig. than the level of significance that was 0.05, so 

it can be concluded that the data from both   of   pretest   and   posttest   were normally 

distributed. The result of significant value of pretest and posttest were 0,155 which was higher 

than 0,05. It can be concluded that the result of both the tests’ score hade same variant or 

homogenous  with  the  fulfillment  of the requirement of normality of data distribution and 

homogenous of both samples in pretest and posttest the research hypothesis testing of variance 

can be continued. After the data have already been processed by using normality test and  

homogeneity  test  and  the  data were in normal distribution and same variance or 

homogeneous, the data analyzed by using Paired sample of T- test. Significant difference 

resulted by pairing pretest and posttest. The result of pretest and posttest which was analyzed 

by using paired sample T-test. There were two ways to answer the hypothesis testing of this 

research. First way was the result could be seen that the sig. (2 tailed) is lower than the level 

of significant (0.000 < 0.05) and the second way was comparing the result of t-test with t-

table. In this case, the df in t-test was29 so, t-table was 2.045. According  to Sugiyono (2015: 

97), in testing the hypothesis that uses two tailed test, value of t-test is absolute value. So, in 

this case the researcher doesn’t need to see the positive sign (+) or the negative sign (-). So 

the comparison is t-test was higher than t-table (2.119 > 2.045) and the alternative hypothesis 

was accepted and the null hypothesis was rejected. It means that there was a significant   

improvement   by   using Picture  Series  toward  students’ writing skill in recount text. Mean 

on the table was 6.933 it used to know the difference of the mean score from pretest and 

posttest. After the data has been analyzed by using SPSS version 24.0, the researcher found 

there was a significant improvement by using Picture  Series  toward  students’ writing skill in 

recount text at the Eighth grade of SMPN 8 Tarakan. It means that Ha  is accepted and Ho  is 

rejected. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the result of the research on the use of Picture Series Media to improve 

students’ writing skill in recount text at the eighth grade students  of  SMP  Negeri  8  

Taralam, the researcher concluded that Picture Series   Media   was   an   effective  to improve 

students’ writing skill.  It is proven by the result of computation using Paired Sample T-test 

which showed that sig. (2 tailed) was lower than  level  of  significant  (0.000 > 0.05). The 
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researcher found that the mean score of the students’ writing skill between pretest and posttest 

were different. Before giving the treatment the researcher found that the mean score from 

pretest was 36.27. After giving the treatment the researcher found   that   the   mean   score   

from posttest was 43.20. The improvement of the mean score from pretest to posttest was 6.93 

point. The result of computation t-test was 2.119. It meant that the t-test was lower than t-table 

which was at degree of freedom (df) was 29 and the level of significant 5% p = 95%. So, the 

result of t-test 2.119 < t-table 2,045. It meant that Picture  
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