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Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to look for the effectiveness of using collaborative strategic 
reading technique to improve reading comprehension of second grade students at SMP Negeri 2 
Tarakan. This research was Quasi-Experimental design. Purposive sampling 
technique was used to collect the sample. There were two classes obtained as samples in this 
research, they were experimental class and control class. Experimental class (VIII C) was 
treated by using collaborative strategic reading technique. Control class (VIII A) was treated by 
using cooperative learning technique. Each class consisted of 32 students of SMP Negeri 

2 Tarakan in academic year 2018/2019. The instrument of this research was reading tests that 

consisted of pre-test and post-test. In analyzing the data, the researcher used an independent 

sample t-test in the SPSS v.24.0. The results show that there were significance difference in 

the students’ score of experimental class and the control class. This is indicated by the students’ 

mean score of pretest and posttest. The mean score of the experimental class in pretest was 

40.50 and in posttest was 71.75. It was indicated that the mean score in the experimental class 

has increased to 31.25. The mean score of the control class in pretest was 44.38 and in posttest 

was 64.13. It was indicated that the mean score in the control class has increased to 19.75. It is 

proven that the results of the experimental class were higher  than  the  control  class. 

Results from the independent sample T-test and T-table from pretest was 1.117 and posttest 

was 2.335 and the T-table was 1.998 or in pretest was 1.117 < 1.998 and in posttest was 2.335> 

1.998. In other words, the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) 

was accepted. The results of data analysis proved that the results of teaching reading 

comprehension by using collaborative strategic reading technique was higher than by using 

cooperative learning technique. Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that 

the   collaborative   strategic reading technique  was   more effective than by using 

cooperative learning technique. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is a tool of communication that has four language skills. They are: listening, 

reading, speaking, and writing. It is supported by Permendiknas No.23, 2006 on the Graduate 

Competence standard for primary and secondary schools (Depdiknas, 2006), the teaching of 

English includes the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Listening 

and reading are considered to be receptive skills, whereas speaking and writing are 

considered to be productive skills. The aim of the teaching of the receptive skills is to 

understand meaning conveyed in different text types (recount, narrative, procedure, 

descriptive, news item, spoof, report, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, discussion 

and review   texts),   while the teaching of productive skills aims at teaching students to 

express meaning in these text types. Therefore, it can be concluded that reading is 

considered as one of the most important skills that students need to acquire. 

 

Reading is always related to its comprehension. Reading comprehension is a process 

of constructing meaning by integrating the information provided by the author and the 

readers’ background knowledge (Boss and Vaughn, 1991:1440). 

The   preliminary   study    had been conducted in SMP   Negeri 2 Tarakan on July 

17th, 2018. The researcher    found that the students often got some problems. The reality of 

the teaching and learning reading comprehension in this school showed that students had 

some problems or difficulties in reading. The first problems   came   from   the   teacher, such 

as the methods or strategies that used in teaching reading. Commonly, the teacher only used 

conventional method such as the students were ordered to read the text loudly then translate 

the text into Indonesian language. It made the students bored and had less interest in studying 

English. The second problems came from students. The students were hard to read some 

words that contain more than one syllable. It made them reluctant to finish reading. Further, 

their lack of vocabulary and poor knowledge also became factors that made them difficult to 

comprehend the   reading   text,   because   many words   were   new   for   them.    The 

students also had difficulty in identifying the main idea of the ext. additionally; the materials’ 

content also effected the students’ motivation to read. If the text was not interesting, the 

students would not finish reading. 

Based on the problems above, the researcher was interested to solve those problems in 

order to improve students’ reading comprehension on text. The researcher considered that it 

was necessary to give variation of teaching technique that expected to help students easily to 

comprehend the text. Nowadays, there are many variations of techniques offered in teaching 

reading. Such as, Snowball Throwing, Herringbone, SQ3R, Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) and many more. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher associated one of the techniques with 
existing problems in SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan. Because of the problems in SMP Negeri 2 
Tarakan were mostly caused by the low students’ ability in reading and the teacher’s role in 
facilitating the students, so that Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) technique was 
suitable   to be implemented in teaching learning process in order to help students improve 
their reading comprehension. 

According to Klingner, Vaughn, Dimino, Schumm and Bryant (2001:2), CSR is one 

of the several multicomponent reading comprehension instruction models that include 

strategies for summarizing information, asking and answering question, comprehending 
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monitoring, and peer discussion. The researcher chose CSR because it has an effective impact 

on reading comprehension. It also provided the opportunity to readers to apply most of the 

strategies needed for the reading skill. Therefore, the researcher conducted a research 

entitled “The Use of Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) to Improve Students’ Reading 

Comprehension in the Second Grade Students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan”. 

 

 

METHOD 

This research used quantitative research with quasi experimental design. The 

population of this research was the second grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan in 

academic year 2018/2019 and the sample were VIII-A as the control class was treated by 

using cooperative learning technique and VIII-C as the experimental class was treated by 

using collaborative strategic reading technique. 

 

To measure students’ reading comprehension especially on descriptive text, the 

researcher used reading tests that consisted of pre- test and post-test as the instrument. The 

form of reading test was designed by the researcher and validated by the validator and the 

examiners. 

 

In analysing the data, the researcher used an independent sample t-test in the 

Statistical Package Social Science (SPSS) 24.0. There were two steps in analysing the data in 

this research. First, the researcher   did descriptive   analysis and then did inferential analysis. 

In addition, to found out the significant effect of the used of Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) technique in improving students’ reading comprehension in the second grade students 

of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan, there were two procedures needed to do, namely: pre-requite 

testing and hypothesis testing. 

 

 
 

RESULTS/FINDINGS 

 
This research   was   held   in Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 2 Tarakan. It took 

one class as the treatment class, which is VIII-C and one class as the control class, which was 

VIII-A.   This research was done on October 27th    2018 until November     12th     2018. 

There were three meetings that the researcher took in this research for applying the 

treatment. Before the treatment, the researcher gave pre-test and after three meetings of 

treatment, the researcher gave post-test. The total numbers of meetings were five meetings. 

The treatment class was treated by using collaborative strategic reading technique and the 

control class was treated by using cooperative learning technique. 

 
In this research, the researcher described the result of pre-test and post-test for the 

treatment class as below: 
Pre-test 

The mean score of the students’ pre-test in experimental class was low. It was 
only 40.50. It was still less than the minimum standard score which more than or equal with 

61. That was why the researcher more and more believe that this class needs another 
alternative on learning to improve their comprehension on reading. The mean score of the 
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students’ pre-test in control class was low. It was only 44.38. This class also needs another 
alternative on learning to improve their comprehension on reading. The score was classified 
into four categories. Those were very good, good, fair, and low. 

 

Post-test 

The students’ post-test was analysed by the researcher. The result shows that 

students’ score in post-test of both of experimental and control class was increased. The 

mean score was 717.75 and 64.13. Overall, the researcher found that the students’ 

comprehending was better in each treatment meetings. From the first meeting in the treatment 

until the   third   meeting,   the    researcher gave different topic in order to find out and 

improve students’ reading comprehension. 

 

The Result of Students’ Score 

The pre-test and post-test results were assessed by the researcher. According to 

Direktorat Pembinaan Sekolah Menegah Pertama(2017), each category had score D up to A, 

where, D =low, C =fair, B =good, and A =very good. Based on Direktorat Pembinaan 

Sekolah Menegah Pertama classification (2017), the classification of students score based on 

standard minimum criteria mastery are established by the school. In SMP Negeri   2 

Tarakan, the standard minimum criteria mastery for English is 61. 
 

There are four classifications of students score, very good for the students who are get 

score 88-100, good for the students who are get score 74-87, fair for the students who are 

get score 61-73, low for the students who get score less than 61. 

 

The result of hypothesis testing by using independent sample t -test showed that the 

used of collaborative strategic reading technique was effective in teaching reading 

comprehension especially at the second grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan. From the 

calculation of independent sample t- test, it could be seen that there was significant difference 

between the mean score from pre-test and post-test in both of the class. The result of mean 

score before giving the treatment in experimental class was 40.50, and   in   control   class 

were 44.38. Meanwhile, the result of mean score after giving the treatment in experimental 

class was 71.75, and in control class were 64.13. It means that the   result   of   the    mean 

score of post-test was higher than pre-test. In this research the researcher found the 

significant difference in the students’ reading comprehension before and after the researcher 

gave the treatment. 

 

Based on the result, it can be concluded that the students had better reading 

comprehension after the students were taught by using collaborative strategic reading 

technique than the students were taught by using cooperative learning technique. It was 

indicated by the comparison of the mean score result between pre-test and post-test of both of 

the class, where the mean score in the post-test in experimental class was higher than the 

mean score in the pre-test in control class. 

 

The result of computation by using independent T-test, the degree of freedom was 62 

the level of significant difference 0.05 and   T table score was 1.999. The independent 

sample T-test in pre-test was 1.117. The result indicated T- test < T-table or 1.117 < 1.999. 

After giving treatment T-test score was 2.325, T-test   >   T-table   2.325   > 1.999. It 

indicated that the students’ reading comprehension score who were taught by using 

collaborative strategic reading technique in experimental class was higher than students’ 

reading comprehension score who taught without using collaborative strategic reading 
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technique in control class. It means that there was significant effect between experimental 
class and control class. The result showed that H0 was rejected and Ha was accepted. The 
hypothesis in chapter II stated H0 would be accepted if there is no significant effect of using 
collaborative strategic reading technique in improving students’ reading comprehension. 
Meanwhile Ha would be accepted if there is any significant effect of using collaborative 
strategic reading technique in improving students’ reading comprehension 

 

Based on the result of T-test calculation, the score of T-test was higher than T-table. It 

means that collaborative strategic reading technique gave significant effect in reading 

comprehension at eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on of the result of the research on the use of collaborative strategic reading in 

reading comprehension at eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan, this research 

concluded that: 

 

Collaborative strategic reading technique was effective to improve students reading 

comprehension on descriptive text. The result of conclusion, it was found that the mean 

score of reading test between students were taught by using collaborative strategic reading 

technique (experimental class) and by using cooperative learning technique (control class) 

were relatively different. Before giving treatment, the researcher found the pre-test score of 

experimental class 40.50 and control class was 44.38. After giving treatment   the   mean 

score of experimental class was 71.75 and control class was 64.13. The result of 

computation by using independent T-test, the degree of freedom was 62 the level of 

significant   difference   0.05   and   T table score was 1.999. The independent sample T-test 

in pre-test was 1.117. The result indicated T- test < T-table or 1.117 < 1.999. After giving 

treatment T-test score was 2.325, T-test > T-table 2.325   > 1.999. It means that 

collaborative strategic reading technique gave significant effect in reading comprehension at 

second grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Tarakan. 
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